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The Ravena Teacher Training Institute

by Mary Farinelli

The frontpage article of the Sept. 13, 1905 issuez06 s i st ant so0 of the teacher t

The Daily News opened with this large headline: It all started back in 1837 when the knowledge of
subject matter was considered adequate preparation for
INSTITUTE OPENS AT RAVENA teaching. Up until that time, the methods of teaching had
ALBANY COUNTYO6S EDUCAT OBRegn léchresTa@dMbLitation, memorization and repetition.
Then, a new approach at thi

It began, fA0On Monday nmoludédiadegp iriteest in childreh, mrsunderstanding @fithe -
ferent directions Dbr ough psyciolegy ofersidrednd the ase of enkaningfal fnathods
school masters to our active little village. At the station [sfninstruction, such as verbal and written analysis, discus-
Railroad Avenue], there was sions and personal opinions.
scene of life and animation as { = The physical and moral train-
teachers were placed in chargg = ing of students as well as their
their various hosts and conduc | intellectual training was to be
to their several homes for t| = .| promoted. The first public nor-
week. And there was a great d| | mal school was established in
of merriment among the fq | Lexington, MA, where an ex-
guides of youthful ideas as th|. | perimental school was intro-
were piloted up the street by |n L | duced. The teacher could ap-
viduals who seemed appreciat} ply the methods and principles
of their honor .| 4 they had been taught with the
- : : student s i n t hi
Christian Church, Site of 1905 Institute | school. General observation

. . nd direction would be done by the principal of the normal
Church, on the corner of Main Street and Mountain Ro Many of the State Colleges throughout the State

Ravena, where the teachers registered that day. Rev%rcw0 d as-gear Normal Schools. SUNY at Albany began
D. I. Putnam, Pastor of the church, delivered the welc Albany Normal School in 1844,

ing address. On Tuesday, the group of 173 teachers assem-
bled at the church, then separated into two seciionse The fdAnor mal school 0, whi c |

remaining at the church, and the other going to the t@d of subject matter and teaching methods, proved to be a
Ravena School building right off Mountain Road. very successful phenomenon. The 1882 annual report of the

Superintendent of Public Instruction in New York State
Opening addresses were given on the toplcssq ated t ha o1 mardined ¢ h o

fexperienceo, fiteacherso ,mog,R r‘or’téaXh@rs b&fh@ﬁum%r“ééﬁllv@r&sm@lpt
and fApublic or private pudgd %d”f(?lﬂ gretonéed?)ft B P&céshéfols Fand™
Lectures on the 'nSIrUCt'rﬁbé{)ofOtem er'it eMéwards e UniBre §1dusshing oime
of teaching geography, fAlglt & @ff?e%eaﬂallmé)héa ad i

about AUnity in Arithmetigge fbre Wgn’ial?co Schoold dnd fEw'could afforJtB'

not the first “”f‘e that groups of teachers had gatheredalj the time at a normal school. The Superintendent then
some location in Albany County for the purpose of listghy, Uggest e

Count
ing to professional adV|ce hforoolmt ethnecoteéaamcnhteem;ﬁg@s nyd 1

The headquarters for t
Institute was at the Christian
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Greetings,

Happy 2010, once again | wish to thank everyone for their continued hard work
and support for the Historical Society. We have another very busy year ahead of us. We
continually receive new items and documents which we are working diligently to preserve.
These preservation measures are costly and | wish to report to all our supporters what their
generous donations are achieving:

1 The News Herald newspapers dating from 180952 S1000.00

1 The rare 1786 Coeymans map donated by the Town of Coeymans is estimated to cost
around $700.00 to conserve.

1 Plus the preservation of all the other numerous items that we have received.

| want to give a special thank you to Robert Halley who donated a 1700 Slave Bill
of Sale document from Coeymans and itods
to the Society and | wish to convey our appreciation for all he has contributed as well as all
of you for your generous support and help.

The Ravena Coeymans Historical Society is becoming a well respected entity in
the community by providing access to our wonderful history for many generations to come
because of our loyal members and supporters.

Membership Best wishes for 2010,
William Meyer
Collections Ralph Biance )
Barbara Goetschius President k|
Historian e
Robert Halley Bed e f g h 1 ] s
Research Museum NeWS b BE cc ccddDDeEErr»rrsqfhuum‘ I jJJ kkKKmm
: s O0
David Ross by Joe Boeike ehgwsih thsh #10¢
Publicity o 7
Lynn Vanderze«hristie Our December open house wa
Programs huge success with almost 100 peoplé
Lynn VanderzeeChristie . \
Fundraising attendance. Since then several Cub S
Nancy Bruno groups have also toured the museum tgf
Suzanne Celella hibit. 1 f you havg hi b
Museum we encourage you to do so. The ex
Joe Boehlke, Curator will continue through mid 2011.
Calendar thanks to all who contributed to this
Linda Peterman hibit.
Refreshments
c ROtt’ert Halley The museum team is busy mak
erlgaelsk?giance plans for new exhibits, reorganizing ¢
Newsletter Committee research center and making plans for
Mary Farinell ture events. Anyone interested in help
Joe Boehlke please contact the curator.
A scene from the ASchool s in
MUSEUM HOURS
The Historical Society Museum is open every Thursday (except holidays) from 1pm to 3pm
or you may call for an appointment: #5895 or 7566536
Vol. 8 No. 1 The Hitching Post / Summer 2010

http://www.coeymanshistory.org



Vol. 8 No. 1 Page 3

Ravena Teacher Training Institute.. continued from page 1

And so they did. Two {eacking eauld kerobserded. dlsodthecanm o e setragide

oconductors went i nt o e a ¢oh Traniogu @lassy wonk iiwouid ba] suffieientty ilamge to o f
we ek . They |l ocated at a gldwackasses fireathe dragles #ocbe elravenifdy Ipractice b
teachers of each county. By the late 1800's, the Statetwasa ¢ hi ng o . The history of t

able to carry Teacher Training Centers to teachers, and ppf ancy, speaks of a fAmodel 0o
tential teachers. J.J. Callanan, School Commissioner optiential teachers can observe classes during instruction.
first district in Albany County reported that objections This means that the new High School and the older Grade
the Institute had finear | $chod weeausen @ dandend as teached training Fesourcisp
[were] satisfied and the teachers were interested and eedraps, in time, the model school may have accommo-
fittedo. He praised t he Slatadtpeactifeoteaching leyithe seiderfitoin the tedcber i
Il nstitutebo. training program.

Ravena was one of the first locations of a Teacher  Another file holds the grading scores of groups of
Training Institute. Early Records of Attendance show th@dents who had taken the examinations for training class
the second week in September was one of the weeks inahificates. Home addresses from many surrounding towns
school year in which classes were held. Summer sessimnéisted. The first Teacher Training Class of 10 members
and multiple weeks during the year were times in whighduated in 1911 on Commencement Day. Nine more
teachers were also accommodated. By 1908, a sepelegses would follow. However, the glorious days of the

structure was built on the property on Mountain R acher sé I nstitute were abo
where the 1889 schoolhouse stood. The News Herald re- ]
ported: On December 24, 1920, area residents would

awake to the astounding headlines in the News Herald of
RAVENAGS NEW HI GH S CHO Ohéterfibled hewdandNdiBastrous loss to the community:
IS CONVENIENT AND WELL BUILT RAVENA HIGH SCHOOL AND

The old building a model grammar school CONTENTS DESTROYED BY FIRE

tion ofA tﬁgscr:gov\ The newspa-
building was giver per reported
in great detail in th NG i the walls and base-
News Herad of === T e - ment remain of the
Dec. 187 from the practically new h_|gh

' school building

placement of th
rooms to the equig
ment inside  th¢
building. The arti
cle concl
details of arrange
ment in the new_
building certainly
reflect the mos
approved and prq
gressive ideas cofss
cerning the ma
agement  of

which was erected in
1908 at a cost of
$15,850. 0 Th
was discovered by
workers at 3:00 a.m.
‘|as they were going
home. Fire Chief
George W. Babcock
was first to reach the
building. The fire
spread rapidly with
interior of the

The new building housed the High School and the Teacher Training Classes,

school..the  strud code signifies the placement of various activitie8: my room, @ recitation building being yellow
ture worthy of the room, B recitation room, @ cloak hall, 3 landing, 4 back door, B front door, | Pine.The ta( TOC_)f
68 gymnasium, 3 Regents Prep.i87th grades, laboratory and library. added to the intensity

pride of the resi
dents of the dis-
tricto. Early records show tihahews &rtitle ireBafled ithe oSt of &dbitiodaP P
to instruct a Training Class were filed. One of the oppo#guipment for the school, the additions, improvements and
nities cited was that @ E@aewbodkd 1A thémofniBd WitoVs @nd |sé§rch|ér§ be§aft ©® i
cessible to members of the Training Class, where maggle at the ruins. Eightbrade children found some of

Continued on page 4

of the flames.
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Ravena Teacher Training Institute.. continued from page 3

their booksi though wet and dirty. Some of the school

Sources:

The Hitching Post

l:I%-e Albany Normiil Schodiitp://www.albany.edu/faculty/aballard/ciyil
) as WeET € mt wo

f Anfudl R portWf BheSStatdStpdrinter@eht 6f Publicnstrucidsd) €

r

cords and letter files WgI&masshdolhh dUJ € d
pictures and bookso. A
They say fia coupl e

The News Herald optimistically predicted that tﬁg

History.
llection of

t h o u s aEd.Merle Barropngard epchereEduaationgn iAnter@agla Ddcumentarys | t

Registers of Attendance in District #1 of Albany County.

vena News Herald, Daily News Inse®eptember 13, 1905.
ol d 1889 grammar sSchool WuhnhNows Befid Bhribd 1, 4985 thecimber 2482 t € X
ing conditions, and the Christian Church chapel and theR#igorts of School CommissionérBistrict #1 by JJ Callanaii Novem-
house utilized in the reorganized school work. The pritei-30, 1886. o _
pal 6s of fice woul d"foerofithe Tepchprdrainng Rﬁcqrd%a\ferv Cogymans Hisigrigal Sogiety Ar-
. . chives
grammar school buil ding. 0 Everyone knew that the

days of the Ravena Teacher Training Institute were @gihanks to Clesson Bush, Chuck Friday, Mary McCabe and Harry

too soon.

Sturges for their support and assistance.
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Luciano Polverelli~ Sharing the Love of Music
By Joe Boehlke

The beginning of the twentieth century was waelilll escape the seminary with only the clothes on his back
comed by Americans with a great deal of optimism. Mamg his trumpet. On September 10th, Luciano boards the
felt it was a time of peace, prosperity and progress laoat he will take to begin his new life in America, and as
were expecting the succeeding years to be filled wighboards he reflects on whether he is making the right de-
bountiful opportunities. Italy on the other hand had bision. In the end he decides to look forward and forge
come overcrowded, dominated by high taxes, low waglgsad with his journey. On September 20th, his journal
and poverty. In 1905, 323,000 lItalians were ill of malarie a d s i "Inhavp lbeent oé the boat for ten days but it
and thousands died from the disease. These conditionsediohs like an eternity. | am in what they call third class.
not present a very promising future for many. Vittokide are packed in tighter than rats. The [putrid] smell
Emanuele 1ll was King of Italy, Pius X was Pope amta k es me si ¢ k HHedfurtiheydesribesimavc h é
Theodore Roosevelt was President of the United Stalbesfood is days old and many people are sick with illnesses
The year 1905 would also be the first time in history thatl again he wonders if the hardships are worth it. While
more than one million immigrants would he is on the boat he sits and plays his
arrive in the United States in a single ye trumpet to keep his mind off the hard-

Young nineteen year old Lucial ships of travel and he notices how his
Polverelli was in a seminary in Rome tl music seems to help others as well. It
year, following the patriarchal culture was common for the steamship agents to
Italy at the time. His father had decid book as many steerage passengers as they
that he should become a priest. On. could squeeze on the ships to make the
gust 10, 1905 Luciano wrote the follo voyages financially worthwhile for the
ing in his journal My father believes shipping companies. During these times
should become a man of the holy cl the shipping companies recorded large
but | do not share these same dreams profits.
aspirations. See, in my country, the fat On September 31, 1905 Luciano
is considered to be the decision mal writes in his journal again, this time with
He tells the children what career, if ar much joy:"Today | saw the most beauti-
they will have and he will arrange fi ful lady | have ever seen in my entire ex-
these events to occur. | want more fr  § * istence. It was the Statue of Liberty.
life than sitting around all day praying. - When | saw her, tears streamed down my
want a family and my own band anc « face. | was in total awe. | never thought
more adventurous life for myself."Luciano, to have beerfreedom looked so fine. Cheers rang through the ship when
accepted in seminary, must have had a good educatidhesgaptain announced we have arrived in America. The
far; we also know that he was proficient in music amelv land was finally in sight and "new" lives were begin-
played the trumpet. He further writé's:am planning ton i n gThednext day, on October 1st, he writes of his ex-
escape from the seminary and go to America where | parmence leaving the boat and going through processing at
have the chance to start a 'new' life. | was born to be a Hilis Island. Fortunately he meets all the requirements and
sician. | plan to share my love for music with othersisrallowed to enter his new country and home.
America. é.. I have faith 't 8Beweral veeakd afterfhis ariival hucigno makeslhils
life | so much crave." way from New York City to Coeymans. Not much is

Fourteen days later Luciano has his departkmewn as to why or how he ended up in the Coeymans
planned. He writes'lt is almost time for me to leave faarea, but it is where he now stays to begin a new life and
America. | dream every night about the good life and Hosvdream of sharing his music.
wonderful of an experience it will be to live in a land that After arriving in Coeymans he gets a job working
so closely resembl es a hdnmrawymeced étore, ld¢atedron Northgviain Strieat, owkeddy i
the hard times | sustained in Italy will be a distant memagseph Pinnola and his wife Raffaele. In a November 1,
| will have the freedom to choose my own path. | will b295 journal entry he talks about his new jobhave a job
famous musician and people will come from all overata nearby grocery store working for a man who loves mu-
hear me play my trumpet."He goes on to discuss howtei ¢ as much as | doé. the m

continued on page 6
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