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THE DEMISE OF INDIAN FIELDS, N.Y.
By Lucille Margiasso

Growing up near the Alcove Reservoir, | had &g as there was a lot of information out there but, it

ways been curious about the circumstances surround-s i n many di fferent pl
ing the destruction of the small village of Indidhen, was that | was now on a long historical journey

Fields, in the Town of Coeymans. Although localstont o t he past ! ThehBemiseiore c
ries gave insight into what happened there, | krdban Field® wi | | tell about h o

there had to be more to the mysteries that lay bendesiperately needed clean water, and how the impact of
the water, and wondered if others were interested ttdte Basic and Hannacroix Creeks being impounded
was exchanged for the high cost of losing this little
village.

| wrote the book from th

~ perspective of the people w
were displaced from their hom
and land. Photos, post cards,
maps, newspapers and local ¢
ries were used to show who tF
were and how they lived the g
lives.

| began to do some research of my own, using miAnother chapter was al:
crofilmed old newspapers at the local Ravena Libraigdicated to the Native Ame
and cemetery records from the Westerlo Librarycahs (Mahicans) who lived ¢
also traveled to the City of Albany many times ttis same land early on, as theic
gather information at the State Archives, State Libraigs much interest in it. For our February meeting |
and the Albany Hall of Records. Over time my notesked David Cornelius, a Native American, to speak
became voluminous, and | wondered what now?about them and their impact on our local history in the
thought about writing a book, but wondered if this vias/n of Coeymans. He also showed various baskets
really possible with family obligations, work and linend implements of theirs. Ralph Biance also spoke
ited ti me. I deci ded andoshowedyhis arrbdwedad cdallestron. Bathr of thely | o
right in. | would start then stop many times, but sortedks complemented the presentation of my book to the
thing was missing, and Historcal 8atiéty andktatioeywubhe latdahbt meeting.w a s

One day while chatting with Betty Filkins from There is a list of burial records of all fourteen of the
Westerl o about writing ctehmeetbeoa ke,s sthleatsawer &l r ean
you our family album offiehdisaemieekedydo, Shecili o
while looking at the faces of real people who actuaihg together genealogy records. There are birth, death,
lived there, | realized this was the missing inspiratianarriage, children born and other information to
needed to continue. | decided to put it all in one wsitarch out in these records.

Continued on pg. 3
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Summer greetings,

Once again | want to thank all the committees and members for all
their hard work and commitment to the Society over the past six
months, especially all those involved in the school exhibit. This exhibit
will remain on display for the rest of the year.

A very special thank you goes out to Harry Sturges, Paul & Sylvia
Lawler, and Robert Halley for their generous donations this year.

The museum will be open for a special presentation immediately af-
ter our September elections meeting. We hope that you will attend and
see all the wonderful displays as well as some special exhibits.

Have a fantastic and safe summer.

Respectfully yours,
Ralph Biance
President

Membership Museum News
William Meyer by Joe Boehlke
Historian
Robert Halley h h b b .. h lib d beai
Collections _ The museum team has been busy reorganizing our research library and begin-
Barbara Goetschius ning work on upcoming exhibits.
Research
David Ross Over the past several months we
Publicity -, have had numerous visitors including
Lynn Vanderzeehristie .
Programs several Cub Scout and Girl Scout trog
Lynn Vanderze<hristie If you have a group that might be inte
Fundraising ested in seeing the museum call us tg
Nancy Bruno up a special time.
Conservation
Musszj?nnne Celella At our September meeting we will
Joe Boehlke, Curator present a new addition to our museun
Calendar 1922 Symphonola Player Piano gra-
Linda Peterman ciously donated by Edna Faulkner
ReffeShme“tﬁ Kniffen and her daughters Judy Jeung
Robert Halley and Claudette Taylor. 7 p
Cemetery 74 A
Ralph Biance ' = ' — =
Newsletter Committee Mark your calendars to come and 1922 Price & Teeple
Mary Farinelli hear the wonderful sounds of yesteryear. Symphonola Player Piano
Joe Boehlke
MUSEUM HOURS
The Historical Society Museum is open every Thursday (except holidays) from 1pm to 3pm
or you may call for an appointment: #5895 or 7566536
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Since this book was written other photos and informa-
tion were donated to the Historical Society. Perhaps at
a later date these could be used as a sequel to the
book, or as a presentation by the Historical Society at
one of our meetings..

If anyone still needs a copy of the book, the price
is $17.50, a portion of which will be donated to
the Alcove Preservation Association and The
RavenaCoeymans Historical Society, at a later
date after printing has stopped. | belong to both
organizations both of whose members were help-

Finally, this book is intended to be a special trib[h’(l: in putting the book together. | can be reached

to those who lived and died in Indian Fields, an@td°18) 7568476 for future book sales.
recording for descendants and our families to pass bhank you.

Billy Meyers, Blanch & Elizabeth Freleigh, from the pef-
sonal collection of Ruth Freleigh donated by Betty Filkins

Notice to all members in good standing:

The annual meeting of the Ravena Coeymans Historical Society will be held 9 September 2010-ydarge 3
terms will be expiring this year. Members interested in being placed on the ballot for one of the trustef posi-
tion should contact one of the members of the nominating committee: Joe Boehlkédd80356r Lucy Mar
giasso at 758476, no later than September 1, 2010.

The election of trustees will be held at the annual meeting on September 9th.
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Scenes from the

Picnic

2010 Member Sponsors

Supporting Family Benefactors Supporting Individual
Clesson & Jean Bush i Karol A. Beck

Ralph & Linda Biance SyIVIa & Paul Lawler Charles F. Coons

Joseph & Gail Boehlke Robert HaIIey Wiliam R. Meyer

Curtis & Denise Wilsey Linda Peterman

Gordon & Linda Stanton Patron Cathy Ricciardi

Karen & Andy Hess Bob & Ann Hallock Mystery Lake Trail Riders

2010 Business Sponsors

Business Benefactor Business Sustaining Business Supporter

Bullock Utilities
Coeymans Landing Marina

Harry Sturges Town Historian

Town of Coeymans
Babcock Funeral Home

Muellers Automotive LLC

Vlllage of Ravena Collins & Sons Inc. National Bank of Coxsackie
The Bruce Agency LLC Persico Oil Co.
Business Patron Nationwide Insurance Persico True Value Hardware
Crossroadds ForrrHderciouserEsaur y
State Telephone Company John T. Biscone, Esq Ravena Auto Supply/Napa Auto Parts
The Bank of Greene County T Ravena Barn Flea Market

Sarah M. Biscone, Esq. ~
Ravena Shopdn Save

Lafarge Building Materials
Van Etten Excavating

Stanton Farms
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